
 
 

PBCN-EOC NOTICE                    
 
Issued on Sunday, September 1st, 2024  

On August 13, 2024, Peter Ballantyne Cree Nation (PBCN) issued a MANDATORY 
evacuation order for its members in Sandy Bay due to the wildfire’s threat, classified 
as a wildfire of note by Saskatchewan authorities.  

As of August 28, 2024, the PBCN Chief and Council mandated a MANDATORY  
evacuation of Southend as another fire, approximately 1 km wide, approaches 
rapidly due to strong winds and is now only 1 km south of the Saskatchewan 
Highway’s Camp. 

*** If members decide to remain in the community despite the MANDATORY 
evacuation order, members must go to the Band Office to sign a waiver indicating 
their choice to stay.  

***By signing this waiver, band members acknowledge the risks and liabilities 
associated with refusing to evacuate: PLEASE NOTE THAT EMERGENCY 
SERVICES MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE TO ASSIST THESE BAND MEMBERS 
SHOULD CONDITIONS WORSEN. 

FIRE STATUS:  

• Current Conditions: The fires around the PBCN communities remain 
uncontained and continue to burn. The Saskatchewan Public Safety Agency 
(SPSA) has advised that the situation remains volatile and continues to pose a 
significant risk. It is not safe to stay in the communities at this time. 

• Firefighting Efforts: Please see maps at the end.  
• Support Assets: The firefighting efforts are being supported by helicopters, 

fixed-wing aircraft—including water bombers—and heavy equipment.  

WEATHER (SPSA):   

• No lightning in the past 24 hours 

 



  

 
 

SMOKE ADVISORY 

As of Monday, August 26, 2024, the Northern Inter-tribal Health Authority rescinded 
its regional air quality advisory, allowing for the return of PBCN members from 
Deschambault Lake who were displaced due to the smoke. 

 
 
For the latest update, visit: https://www.nitha.com/wildfire-activity/ 

 
  

https://www.nitha.com/wildfire-activity/


 
 
Guidance on dealing with air quality issues caused by wildfires 

• This has been a very busy wildfire season across western Canada and many 
communities in Saskatchewan have already been adversely impacted. The 
Prime Minister recently stated that many experts expect this to be the worse 
year for wildfires in Canada. So, it is especially important that communities 
and individuals be ready for the impact of fires and the resulting smoke.  

• While many communities have solid evacuation plans for when fires get too 
close, many do not have as extensive plans for ensuring their people are safe 
when the threat is the smoke in the air. We urge you to begin planning for your 
communities’ response to a prolonged period of heavy smoke in the air. You 
should consider arrangements to allow those most at risk from smoke to have 
access to clean air and moderate temperatures. This may mean establishing 
clean air spaces at community facilities or providing air purifiers to care homes 
and households with elderly, very young or pregnant individuals or those with 
ongoing heart or lung issues.  

• Arrangements should be made to ensure that anyone required to work outside 
on smoky days, above a four on the Air Quality Health Index, have access to 
and be encouraged to wear a respirator or a well-fitting mask like a N95 or 
KN95. When the air quality poses a high health risk- above a seven on the 
Index, anyone undertaking strenuous work outdoor should be wearing an 
appropriate mask. The elderly or those with chronic heart or lung conditions 
may wish to wear one of these masks whenever there is smoke in air. Adult 
masks are available and can be ordered following the procedure for ordering 
PPE. A community should have enough of these masks on hand to provide at 
least a week’s supply for outdoor workers, the elderly and those with chronic 
conditions. Our colleagues from British Columbia have a good resource on 
wearing and fitting a mask. 
 

  



  

HIGHWAY HOTLINE:  

 
• Entry into Southend is restricted to essential services only. 
• As of September 1, there are no road closures in effect, only advisories. 
• Please check the Highway Hotline before travelling. The link is 

https://hotline.gov.sk.ca/map.  
 
CANADIAN RED CROSS: 

Status of Evacuation Order (CRC update on August 30, 2024) 
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Sandy Bay: 

• CRC is providing commercial lodging support to individuals in Prince Albert 
and Saskatoon. CRC continues to coordinate meals and other requests from 
members of the community. 

• Reception Centres in Prince Albert and Saskatoon continue to provide in-
person support, including providing supplies for the tuck shop which are 
managed by the community. 

• Mental Health personnel continue to conduct wellness checks for community 
members lodged in hotels. 

• CRC Virtual Operations Team continues to support with outbound calls to 
community members who have called CRC with questions or requests for 
support. 

• CRC is providing bus shuttles for community members to get around 
Saskatoon. Buses will circle between the hotel sites and a couple of retail 
locations in Saskatoon. 

• In coordination with the community, CRC is working to facilitate some 
recreational activities. 

• On 30 August CRC facilitated hotel transfer for community members in 
Saskatoon. 
 

Deschambault Lake: 

• Between 10 August 2024 and 27 August 2024, CRC provided services to 
community members from Deschambault Lake who evacuated to Prince 
Albert. Community members returned to the community of Deschambault 
Lake on 27 August 2024. 
 

Southend (Full Evacuation Order In Effect) 

• CRC reactivated a QR code on 27 August 2024 for community members from 
Southend to self-register via an online portal. 

• On 27 August 2024, secured commercial lodging for community members with 
hotels in Prince Albert, Saskatoon, Regina and potentially Moosejaw. 

• CRC deployed a team of responders to Regina on 28 August 2024 and 29 
August 2024. 

• CRC has established a reception centre in Regina to provide in-person 
support for community members. 

 
  



  

NORTHERN INTER-TRIBAL HEALTH AUTHORITY 
 

SANDY BAY (Full Evacuation Order In Effect)  

• The community remains on a phased approach to a general evacuation due to 
direct fire threat. 

• Air quality – Current models show high levels of smoke in the area for the 
duration of the models (48 hours). Improved air quality may be expected in the 
early morning of Sept 3, 2024. 
 

PELICAN NARROWS 

• There is no direct fire threat to the community of Pelican Narrows. 
• Air quality – Models show seasonal smoke in the area for the duration (48hrs). 

Appears that there may be higher levels of smoke settling in during the afternoon 
with reprieve coming in the early morning hours, 

• Health recommendations are to monitor influx of smoke related illness at the 
clinic. Should persons experience symptoms of smoke related illness or 
worsening of chronic respiratory/cardiac conditions they are advised to seek the 
consultation of their health care provider.  There is NO call to evacuate P1s or 
2s at this time, those who may be required to be closer to a hospital will be 
evaluated on a case-by-case basis and dependent on their medical assessment 
might be sent for respite. 
 

DESCHAMBAULT LAKE  
 

• There is no direct fire threat to the community of Deschambault Lake. 
• Air quality – Models show seasonal smoke in the area for the duration (48hrs). 

Appears that there may be higher levels of smoke settling in during the afternoon 
with reprieve coming in the early morning hours, 

• Health recommendations are to monitor influx of smoke related illness at the 
clinic. Should persons experience symptoms of smoke related illness or 
worsening of chronic respiratory/cardiac conditions they are advised to seek the 
consultation of their health care provider. There is NO call to evacuate P1s or 
2s at this time, those who may be required to be closer to a hospital will be 
evaluated on a case-by-case basis and dependent on their medical assessment 
might be sent for respite. 

SOUTHEND (Full Evacuation Order In Effect) 
 

• Community is under General evacuation. 
• Air quality - Models show seasonal smoke in the area for the duration (48hrs). 

Appears that there may be higher levels of smoke settling in during the afternoon 
with reprieve coming in the early morning hours, 



 
 
SMOKE EFFECTS 
“Smoke can cause increased coughing, throat irritation, headaches and shortness of 
breath” said Dr. Nnamdi Ndubuka, Medical Health Officer for NITHA. “Monitor your 
symptoms and seek medical attention if you get worse, particularly if you have a pre-
existing respiratory condition.”  
 
The following measures can be implemented especially if you have lung or heart 
trouble, are elderly or very young:  
 

• Remain indoors during times that there is smoke in the air;  
• If you have fresh air shelters in your community, please utilize as directed by 

local health officials;  
• Keep doors and windows closed – if cooling is needed, use a fan or air-

conditioning, if available;  
• Reduce exercise and activity, especially outdoors;  
• Be aware that outdoor events may be postponed or cancelled if smoke levels 

are elevated;  

If you are experiencing increasing symptoms, more than irritation in the eyes, nose or 
throat, please see your local health worker or call HealthLine at 811 (from land line) or 
1-877-800-0002 (from cell phone) at any time. 
 
EVACUATION INFORMATION 

1. Registration Required for Any Support Services: All evacuees from 
Southend must register using the QR code provided by the Red Cross. It is 
highly recommended that you register before you leave Southend. 

2. People in their Own Vehicles. Evacuees in private vehicles can obtain fuel in 
Prince Albert at the Petrocan, located on 2nd Avenue W., until 11 pm. Their 
names should be on a list of authorized individuals. Otherwise, members must 
contact either Councillors Jeremy Morin or Kevin Morin.  
 



  

• Please proceed to the Reception Centre at the Days Inn in Regina, 
located at 3875 Eastgate Drive, Hwy 1 E, before 12 am. Anyone arriving 
after hours can call Gwen Pearce (Red Cross) at (306) 940-4218. 

• If you are unable to reach Regina, you may obtain a temporary room by 
visiting the Reception Centre at the Ramada by Wyndham at 806 
Idywyld Dr. N. in Saskatoon before 8:00 PM. 
 

3. For Evacuees Staying with Friends and Family (Southend) 
 

• Councillors Jeremy Morin and Kevin Morin have compiled a list of 
evacuees’ names who are staying with Friends and Family. For those on 
the list, cash cards will be available for pick up at PBCN’s Cottage 13 in 
Prince Albert. The office hours are 9:00 am-5:00 pm. 
 

4. Transportation and Shelter: 
 

• Arrangements are being made with the Canadian Red Cross for 
transportation to and temporary shelter in Prince Albert, Saskatoon and 
Regina.  
 

5. Food: 
 

• Please inquire with Red Cross’ Reception on where to access food. 
 

6. Stay Informed:  
 

• Continue to monitor official PBCN website and official Facebook page 
for further instructions. 

Contact # for Sandy Bay Leads:  

Community Lead  
(Sandy Bay)  
Councillor Tim Underwood  
306-314-3064  

Community Lead 
(Sandy Bay)  
Saskatoon  
Heather Ray  
306-754-7530  

Community Lead 
(Sandy Bay)  
Prince Albert  
Maryann Sewap  
306-940-8598 

 
Contact # for Southend Leads:  

For P1s and P2s (Southend) 
 
Teena Dumais-Clarke 
Health Director, Southend 
Peter Ballantyne Cree Nation 

 cell –4586 -(306) 960  
tedumais@pbcnhs.ca 

General Public (Southend) 
 
Samantha Morin  
(306) 930-7569 
sammorin@pbcn.ca 

mailto:tedumais@pbcnhs.ca
mailto:sammorin@pbcn.ca


 
 
 Councillor Kevin Morin 

(306) 960-1280 
kmorin@pbcn.ca 

Councillor Jeremy Morin 
(306) 980-6145 
jeremymorin@pbcn.ca 
 

Contact Information:   

For any further assistance, please contact Duane Hiebert, PBCN Emergency 
Response Manager, at 306-960-9376, or via email at duanehiebert@pbcn.ca.  

mailto:kmorin@pbcn.ca
mailto:jeremymorin@pbcn.ca


  

Statuses of Fires: 24DB FLANAGAN, 24DB-ARM, S4LA-KRAUS and 24LA-
MERKELY 

  
24DB FLANAGAN Fire   
Current size: 44,899 ha 
 



 
 

  
• 15 Type 1, 45 Type 2 , 18 Type 3, 23 overhead 
• 71 pumps, 1704 hose, 52 sprinkler kits 
• 6 helicopters, fixed wing float plane, 
• 3 large community values protection units in four locations 
• 1 dozer 

There were four jump fires that occurred yesterday, and the crews knocked down 
and mopped all of these fires with the largest getting to .75 Ha (lower blue line).  The 
inversions and heavy smoke in the have delayed our crews and helicopters from 
getting out as early as we would like and are getting delayed for about an hour to an 
hour and a half. Three small islands did catch fire from spotting, but further spread 
has been eliminated.  The same work is being done in the area on the southeast 
flank and are putting out hot spots in that area.  The northeast sector is looking really 
good, and crews are working to gather up the equipment and remove it from that 
section of the fire. 

  



  

S4LA-KRAUS 
Current size: 33,317 Ha 
 

 
 
24DB-LEUDER / 24DB-ARM Fire   
Current size: 1671 Ha – Leuder and 24109  Ha - Arm   
 

 
 



 
 
24DB-LUEDER 

• Continue to monitor and deploy resources as they become available. 

 
24DB-ARM 

• 6 Type 1, 5 Type 2, 10 Type 3 , 1 overhead 
• 17 pumps, 398 hose, 12 sprinkler kits 
• 4 helicopters 

 
Crews are continuing to mop -up hot spots in the areas where the blue lines are on 
the map. Very good progress is being made on this fire.  This fire is not a direct threat 
to Deschambault Lake or Jan Lake. 
 

24LA-MERKELY Fire (Southend)  
Current Size: 30,506 ha 

 



  

 

 
• Southend VPU unit is up and Running 
• Brabant VPU setup with Wildcat Fire Protection, completed, pumps are ready 

to go 
• HWY camp VPU setup with ERT’s, ready to go 
• Southend VPU hose lines being run out to sprinkler heads attached to 

structures, with Fire & Flood Emergency Services and assisted by Wildcat 
• Detection from Southend checked IPR &, incident created, by Malcolm Island, 

Reindeer Lk, 37ha, contained to island 
• VPU detection checked Hepburn, landed at 1 value, mopped up around value, 

landed & turned on other pumps at other values 
• Heli landed at Park Lk started pump, Colin, McDonald, Palmer mopped up 1 

value, started pumps at other values 
• Flew over Paul River, value not threatened  
• VPU crew with vehicle checked Davis, started 4 pumps.  
• VPU crew with vehicle checked Southend to Merkley, started 3 pumps 
• 2 values at Paul Lk will need VPU tomorrow   
• ERT completed assignment with Gel along Burnt LK  2.2km, and HWY#102 

from jct to Southend, staging truck/trailer at HWY camp, covering structures at 
Hwy camp, will be released to PA, after structures and surrounding vegetation 
covered 

• Merkley, heli assisted ground crew with bucket around Hwy camp, slight 
growth on NE corner, lots of open flame no major runs to increase in size 

Resources 
• 2 SPSA values protection unit trailers  
• 2 large irrigation systems for the communities, approx. 20 personnel along with 

these systems  
• 5 Overhead members, 8 Type 1, 4 Emergency Response Team members, 12 

Type 2, 8 Type 3 
• 3 Heli, 1 structural Engine, 1 Gel delivery capable system   



 
 
Location: 

• Fire is approx. 14.4 km from the community and 15 Km from the junction, no 
change from yesterday  

• The fire did not reach the highway’s camp as of now  

Other Comments: 
• All residents that were set to be evacuated are out of the community but 

sounds like a possibility of more wanting out 

Weather: 
 
Today: Surface inversion is expected to break around 09:30 CST and a shallow 
inversion aloft ~ 1km will linger until the afternoon. The warm front to the north and 
upper ridge from the south will give a mix of sun and cloud. An air quality advisory is 
in effect due to the thick smoke. 
Max Temp: 22˚C. Min RH: 35%. Winds: S-SW 5-15 G 20-30 
km/h. Precipitation: Nil. 

Tonight: The surface inversion will start building near 19:00CST. The ridge from the 
south will give mainly clear skies. Slight risk of fog patches developing near 
waterbodies and in low-lying areas. 
 
Min Temp: 14˚C. Max RH: Poore recovery less than 70 %. Winds: S-SW 10 G 25 
km/h. Precipitation: Nil. 

Forecast for Monday: The upper ridge from the south will bring mainly sunny skies 
and light southwesterly winds. 
Max Temp: 28˚C. Min RH: 35%. Winds: W-SW 5-15 km/h, L/v at 
times. Precipitation: Nil. 

 

Today's Forecast Table 

Region Sky Max 
Temp 

Min 
RH Wind PCPN LTG Comments 

ATH MX 25 40 West of the 
front S-SW 
15-30 
East of the 
front SE-S 
20-25 G 35 

10|RW- - Trace in the 
showers. 



  

NES MX 25 35 SE-S 20-30 
G 40 

- - - 

SS SU 27 29 S 20-30 - - - 

NWB SU 28 28 S 15-20 G 
35 

- - - 

 

 
  



 
 
HEALTH SERVICES AVAILABLE FOR PBCN EVACUEES 
*REGINA ONLY* 
 
SHA Primary Health Care: 306-766-6280 
7 days a week from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm – NOTE: this is not an emergency line and 
you may need to leave a message 

• Access to Intermediate Care Providers (Nurse Practitioner, Paramedics and 
Registered Nurses)  

 
SHA Addiction Services: 306-766-6600 
1640 Victoria Ave 

• Provides individual counselling for adults 18 and older.  
• Social Detox and Brief Detox services are also available onsite.  

 
SHA COAST: 306-766-7800 
Monday to Friday 8:00 am to Midnight 
Saturday and Sunday 1:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

• Provides mental health and addictions support after hours to assist with urgent 
care needs 

 
SHA Provincial HealthLine: call 811 

• Available 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
 
Urgent Care Centre: 

• Open 8:00am – 9:30pm (often stops accepting patients earlier than 9:30pm to 
ensure all patients will be seen before closing) 

• 1320 Albert St. 
 
SHA Emergency Response Service: call 911 
 
Hospitals: 

• Available 24 hours a day, seven days a week  
• Regina General Hospital – 1440 14th Ave 
• Pasqua Hospital – 4101 Dewdney Ave 

 
 



  



 
 

 


